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Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific) . BRI SH
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A UNESCAP report (2019) found that over the past 2 decades applied tariffs in Asia and the Pacific
have decreased in number while NTMs have proliferated. As shown in Figure 8, NTMs related to SPS
and TBT show uneven but constant growth with respect to applied tariffs.

Figure 8: Average Applied Tariff and New Annual Notifications to WTO of Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures and Technical Barriers to Trade Measures in Asia and the Pacific
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Figure Al: Non-Tariff Measures in RCEP Countries
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Table 8: A Comparison of Provisions on Technical Barriers to Trade between CPTPP and RCEP

(1) Reference to WTO X X Article 6.4 makes explicit referance to the WTO TBT
TBT agreement Agreement articles and paragraphs in a similar fashion to
CPTPP and provides that in case of conflict the WTO TBT
Agreement will prevail
iy 5 (2) Provision on dispute X N/A | Article 6.14 specifically provides that Chapter 19 - Dispute
%‘uﬁ‘ﬁ‘% 9{ settlement , Settlament does not apply to Chapter 6 - Standards,
) Technical Regulations, and Conformity Assessment
Procedures and provides for review of this clause within
3 years after entry into force.

(3) Provision on X X Article 6.9 explicitly provides for cooperation. However,
information exchange such cooperation is triggered by requests from other
and cooparation RCEP members and does not appear to be part of a systamic

effort to exchange of information and cooperation. See
also paragraph 7 of Anticle 6.7 where information on the
development of a technical regulation is provided only upon
request. In the same vein, see also paragraph 4 of

Article 6.6.
(4) Reference tousaof X X Reference and recognition of intemational standards are
international standards made in Article 6.5 (which is clearly inspired by Article 8.5

of CPTPP) and Article 6.6 in relation to application of
Article 3 of the TBT Agreement. However, it seems

that articles 6.5 and 6.6 do not refer to or recommend
explicitly the use of international standards. Article 6.6

s just requiring that, upon request, RCEP member states
provide information in case they deviate from interational

standards.

(5) Harmonization with X N/A | Thereis a generic reference to harmonization with

international standards international standards in paragraph 1 of Article 6.5 but
there is no promotion or encouragement toward such
harmonization.

(6) Provision on X X | Article 6.8 deals with conformity assessment procedures
conformity assessment making a reference to paragraph 4 of Article 5 of the
procedures WTO TBT Agreement It also provides for mechanisms

and procedures to facilitate recognition of conformity
assessmants procedures.
S L (7) Establishment of a X N/A | In RCEP, there is no express provision to establish a TBT
&Jﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁi ’% |l TBT committee & | committes.

(8) Mutual recognition of X N/A | There is a mention of mutual recognition as one of the
conformity assessment options to accept conformity assessments made by other
procedures partias, but there is no strong mechanism provided to

encourage and ensure mutual recognition, especially in
comparison with CPTPP.

(9) Assigning contact X X | Article 6.12 clearly provides for contact points to be
points established

HJA = not avatizble, CFTPP = Comprahensive and Progressive Agreamant for Trans-Facific Fartnership, RCEF = Reglonal Compreharsiva
Economic Partnarship, TBT = tachnical barrers to trada, WTO = World Trada Organtzation,
Sourca: Adapted from banchmark prostsions in Trivadi et al. (2019).
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3) F4T8h#M%E (GUIDELINES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF MUTUAL REOGNITION ARRANGEMENTS),
AR A bt HNZE, 7R B R Tl AT 4% 3 B O EA B T 7 B R A2 i KA Y
BT o

R BEAT RS AN UMM I RN — A7 L1 5L/

& RWNE
i alp:L
#ll17T MRA

ASEAN Consultative Committee
on Standards & Quality
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Key elements of the OECD Framework for Mutual Acceptance of Data and Good Laboratory Practices

1981 Council Decision on MAD

OECD Principles of GLP and
| |Compliance Monitoring Procedures

E AR R oI = BT
Mutual Acceptance of Data » u
Ensure the quality of non-clinical health and ﬁé@é@{j

environmental safety studies for requlatory purposes

Avoids duplication of testlng by Industry and non-tariff

" » M 4 3:13/1735-1981 Council Decision on MAD >

2) 1989 FFAE K R b8 i E S B LA, A OR SEI0H0E Jse vl 5, B b SEin e G
A 11 R PR G I B R AU 5 AU 10 AL U o5 s w5, T i a2 10 ) e LA
S, I LR PR AR L 1 A LR, SR A AR B 5 = T A LA .
3) 1997 S HLH, RTFIFLEHRABEFTIMALE FHIPRHETLIANE R . XA Y
A B SR B BRI, B R E AR SR B A A E R s B, (B A A
GUE A AR B I E RS g EeE . 5 B BO RN AT, B2 A 20 20 S0 i [ 5.
FHACAKR B X7 I SEBedics . 26 HhrHE HMA R B 795kt HarAraE. BESL
ANE L ENEE BB IRAF A A AT B
5 ifig:

5.1  Pugft. @ s A RIMAE S, RERARE IR R CYIA B, RCEP

AR A AT DAIMNAZAR 2R, 3X EC L 4T 1) RCEP Al FLMA R PR EE, (A

AR EAT — LA
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